
 
 

SSWAA ACTION ALERT 

 

Call your Senators and Representatives to Co-Sponsor  

Increasing Access to Mental Health in Schools Act 

 

BACKGROUND: Just introduced at the end of May, the Increasing Access to Mental Health in 

Schools Act is focused on increasing the number of school mental health professionals – school social 

workers, school psychologists, and school counselors – in urban and rural low-income school districts.  

Competitive grants would be available to higher education institutions that partner with these districts 

to place their graduate students in schools as interns, hire them after graduation, and provide loan 

forgiveness, as well as a number of other uses of funds such as recruiting, hiring, and retaining 

culturally or linguistically underrepresented individuals and hiring faculty to increase capacity in 

training programs.  The bill also establishes a separate loan forgiveness program for students who have 

not participated in the grant program. Finally, the bill calls for a study to establish a formula for future 

designation of regions with shortages that would be targeted for grant programs. 

The Senate bill (S. 2934) is sponsored by Senator Bill Nelson (D-FL) and has two co-sponsors 

(Senators Blumenthal, D-CT, and Tester, D-MT).  The House bill (H.R. 5932) is sponsored by 

Representative Judy Chu (D-CA).  Currently the House bill has three co-sponsors:  Representatives 

Deutch (D-FL), Napolitano (D-CA), and Lowenthal (D-CA). 

ACTION:   

 

1. Call or Email your SENATORS and REPRESENTATIVES and urge them to co-sponsor the 

Increasing Access to Mental Health in Schools Act.   

 You can reach all offices by dialing the Capitol Switchboard: (202) 224-3121.  [PLEASE 

DO NOT USE YOUR SCHOOL PHONE – CELL or HOME PHONES ONLY!] 

If you don't know who your two senators and your representative are:  Go to 

www.congress.gov, scroll down to the list of members of Congress, and search by your 

state. 

 

2. Ask for the staff person who handles Education issues or give this message to the receptionist 

who answers the phone or cut and paste this into an email: 

 "As a constituent and a school social worker (student/professor/administrator, etc.) in 

(School District, university, etc.), I urge the Senator/Representative to co-sponsor the 

Increasing Access to Mental Health in Schools Act (S. 2934 or H.R. 5932).   

 All students, including students in high-need schools, should be able to go to schools where 

they feel safe and have the supports they need to be academically successful. 

 Students’ unmet mental health needs can be a significant barrier to student academic and 

personal-social development and even compromise school safety. One in 10 youth has 

serious mental health problems that are severe enough to impair how they function at 

home, in school, or in the community.  

http://www.congress.gov/


 To effectively address barriers to learning and increase school safety, schools must weave 

resources into a cohesive and integrated continuum of supports and interventions that 

promote healthy development and prevent problems; allow for early intervention to address 

problems as soon after onset is feasible; and that provides assistance to those with chronic 

and severe problems.  

 This bill will help ensure there are sufficient numbers of school mental health professionals 

– school social workers, school psychologists, and school counselors – to provide that safe 

and nurturing learning environment. 

 [INSERT YOUR PERSONAL MESSAGE, especially if you are working in a low-

income, high-need area!] “Although there are many adults that provide mental health 

support in a school setting, school social workers are trained mental health professionals who 

are prepared to recognize and respond to student mental health crises and needs as well as 

provide support to administration and staff when school crises occur. As a fulltime Licensed 

Clinical School Social Worker for the past 15 years, I have provided direct and indirect services 

to high risk students within alternative high school settings. For the past 9 years, as a school 

employed mental health professional my role has been to provide evidence based interventions, 

develop school-wide initiatives focused on equity and promotion of a positive school climate, staff 

training related to trauma, bullying prevention, suicide prevention and recognition of early 

warning signs of childhood mental illness as well as collaborate with families and community 

based supports and services to meet the needs of our student population which specifically serves 

pregnant and parenting teen mothers. In times of crises, school social workers are uniquely 

positioned to assist in crisis management and postvention, helping students, families and staff 

process their pain and fears. At the same time, our expertise in navigating resources and 

collaborating with community mental health providers is pivotal in the recovery process. As 

mental health professionals, we understand that learning cannot occur when the students, 

families, staff and administration are profoundly impacted by a crisis or unmet mental health 

needs.”  

 If you need more information about the bill, I am happy to provide it. 

 I appreciate the Senator's/Representative's considering signing on as a co-sponsor to this 

important legislation. 

 Thank you." 

 

Thanks for being a school social work advocate! 


